
CITY OF SA-N ANTONIO 0.27 
INTERDEPARTMENTAL CORIWSPONDENCE 

CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 

TO: Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Andrew Martin, City Attorney and Ben Gorzell Jr., CPA, Public Utilities Supervisor/Assistant 
Director of Finance 

THROUGH: Terry M. Brechtel, City Manager 

COPIES 
TO: Milo D. Nitschke, Finance Director; Celia Murphy, Legal Administrator, City Attorney’s Office 

SUBJECT: Professional Services Contract with Miller, Canfield, Paddock & Stone, P.L.C. 

DATE: January 30,2003 

This ordinance authorizes an amendment to the Professional Services Contract with Miller, Canfield, Paddock & 
Stone, P.L.C. to continue to provide legal services for telecommunications, cable, broadband or intemet related 
matters or policies, including the participation in the formal ascertainment process or informal renewal 
discussions with the incumbent cable franchise holder; reopener negotiations with the new entrant; the 
negotiations and development of any necessary agreements related to such matters and any related issues; 
authorizes an arnendment to the Professional Services Agreement with Miller, Canfield, Paddock & Stone, 
P.L.C.; and authorizes payment in an amount not to exceed $40,000.00 for such services. 

Staff recommends approval of this Ordinance. 

BACKGROUND 

Since 1998, the City has utilized the legal services of Miller, Canfield, Paddock & Stone, P.L.C. to assist the 
City in matters related to the development of the City’s cable and telecommuniCations policies and agreements. 
Mr. Tillman Lay has served as the lead on providing these services and has extensive expertise in the area of 
federal cable and telecommunications law. He has advised numerous local governments throughout the nation 
and is frequently asked to make presentations to local government managers, officials and policy makers. Most 
recently, Mr. Lay has provided legal services related to the City’s franchise agreements with Time Warner 
Cable, Western Integrated Networks, and Grande Communications which have included issues such as the 
interconnection of the Public, Educational and Government channels (PEG). 

In addition, the City has begun the renewal process with the incumbent cable provider (Time Warner Cable) and 
anticipates reopening negotiations with the new entrant (Grande Communications) to coincide with the 
incumbent’s renewal. Approval of this amendment with Miller, Canfield, Paddock & Stone, P.L.C., with Mr. 
Lay as lead, will provide for continuity of legal services on these issues. 
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POLICY ANALYSIS 

This Ordinance is consistent with the City’s policy to retain outside legal counsel if necessary to provide legal 
expertise in a specialized area such as telecommunications and cable law. Miller, Canfield, Paddock & Stone, 
P.L.C. is a law firm headquartered in Washington, D.C. Mr. Tilhnan Lay has been designated as the lead 
attorney for this engagement and his services will complement the legal services provided by the City 
Attorney’s Office. As is customary with the retention of all outside legal counsel, the firm entered into a 
professional services contract with the City which requires compliance with the City Attorney’s Office 
Guidelines. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT 

A sum not to exceed S40,OOO.OO for these professional services will be funded from the General Fund. In the 
event additional funds are necessary for additional legal assistance by this firm, further City Council approval 
will be required. 

COORDINATION 

This item has been coordinated through the Public Utilities Division and the City Attorney’s Office. 

The required ethics disclosure form is attached. 

I 
h Andrew Martin Ben Gorzell Jr., CPA r 

City Attorney Public Utilities Supervisor/ 
Assistant Director of Finance 

Approved: 

Mel&a Byrne Vos#ner I/ 
Assistant City Manager 

Terry h& Brechtel 
City Manager 
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