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Amendment to the Grande Communications Franchise Agreement 

June 24,2004 

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATION: 
This Ordinance amends the Grande Communications Cable Franchise Agreement, which was 
approved by Ordinance No. 91616 and became effective on July 18, 2000, in order to extend the 
reopener term of the Franchise to March 3 1,2005. 

Staff recommends approval of this Ordinance. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
Grande Communications Inc. (Grande) operates its cable system pursuant to a fifteen (15) year 
Cable Television Franchise Agreement (Franchise) that was approved by Ordinance No. 91616 
in accordance with the franchise provisions of the City Charter. In anticipation of the cable 
franchise renewal process with Time Warner Cable (TWC), Section 4. b. (i) of the Franchise was 
developed to grant the City the right to reopen and renegotiate certain provisions of Grande’s 
Franchise in order to be consistent with TWC’s renewed agreement. However, that reopener 
period expires on or about July l&2004. 

Progress has been made in the TWC franchise renewal negotiations, however, additional time is 
necessary to complete those negotiations. Grande has agreed to extend the reopener period to 
March 31, 2005 and TWC has agreed to extend its renewal period to the same date. No other 
terms or conditions of either franchise agreement will be modified. This extension modification 
is not considered to be a franchise renewal under the provisions of the Federal Cable Act. 
Additionally, neither the City nor Grande waive any rights that either party may have had prior 
to the approval of the extension of the term. 

POLICY ANALYSIS: 
The City uses the outside legal firm of Miller, Canfield, Paddock, & Stone to assist the City in 
negotiating Grande’s reopener provisions. Miller, Canfield, Paddock, & Stone has specialized 
expertise in the area of telecommunications and cable law and their services complement the 
legal services provided by the City Attorney’s Office. 

The extension of the reopener period to March 3 1, 2005 will allow both parties to continue 
negotiations. While progress has been made, additional time is necessary in order for the City 
accomplish its cable related goals. 
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Concurrently, it is proposed that the TWC franchise agreement also be amended to extend its 
term to March 3 1, 2005. TWC’s extension modification is also being presented for City Council 
consideration on June 24, 2004. The proposed timeline will also facilitate the City’s ability to 
bring both franchise agreements to City Council for consideration simultaneously. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
This Ordinance will not have a financial impact. 

COORDINATION: 
This Ordinance has been coordinated with the City Attorney’s Office. The City also uses the 
legal firm of Miller, Canfield, Paddock, & Stone to assist in franchise renewal negotiations. 

SUPPLEMENTARY COMMENTS: 
The ethics disclosure form is attached. 

Approved: 

Terry Ml Brechtel 
City Manager 

Ben Gorzell Jr.,cPA 
Public Utilities Supervisor/ 

Assistant Director of Finance 
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City of San Antonio 
Discretionary Contracts Disclosure* 

Forws of this Ibnn. se0 Clly of San Adof& EtMS Code, paff Of Sectlws l&2 
AUach 6ddTbd sh~els if epea pnarided is not ~ul?icbnf. 

StateYW AppRcdte~ Ibr qfmsthr that do not apply. 

* TM3 fenn is nxjulred b be supplemenhd In Lke awcnt Ufm Is any Cnange in Um InfbfmaUon unUw (l), (?), or (3) Wok. 

- 
before the dltme?ioohe~ c~nmet Is the sum Aaron, and M l&w Ban RUB fg Wnwr days affer wny chmgr 
smut which Inlbmatfon is raqukd to be fifed. 

Disclosure of Parties, Owners, and Closely Related Persons 
For the purpose of assisting the CXy in the enforcement of provislons contained in the City 
Charter and the Code of Ethics, an .individual or bus- seekinq a discretionary contract , 
from the City is required to disclose in connection with a proposal for a discretionary contract: 

and the name of: 

~~~~~~~~~~:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
I ) ‘ ;, :.:! .!!' . .- _ _:_ :.;.. +1:, .:57 .,.:F ,!.? 2;'. : _ jb $' ,, ;!* .k-' ,_ A! 1 ' :J. *.. aI*' ,:j],! , ._, &ji':,,' .:. '.. . !,;lg 

I 

and the name of: 

~~~rjB~~~~~s~~~.~~~p~~.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
@“& i~*s$@&$~q@@ @@ $-@f&&~l&~ 4 .p~~@ 
,.:& ,$ ,: + .$r’-” .,$~ :/; _. : 17 s. :%I, :<liS”. ’ illj? 1. :” i!j”.<.<:‘.:r’ . ..?i :;I’ ‘-> .._.. -*..#I~ : 

&cssbe C~,wrJ;t,it:~s tkGq~ 
J 

--Ldce 
J 

’ A business enUfy means a sole ptuprietorahip. pertnenhip, firm. wrporarion, holding company, joint-stack 
company. raceivershlp, trust. unlncorpwated association, or any other enlily recognized by law. 

COSA Form l-. DConmctdoc. 09/l Z/O2 



g-
 

5 i is
i 

0-
z 

5 - c
 

=;
z 

ii ip
 

C
 

ai
 

g !?
I 

pj
 g!
 

is
 I %
 

5 1
 

*t;
y 

3 i. t
 

Q
 

i3
; 

t 3
 :: Lu
 

ifi
 

\ 
8Z

 
N

\ 
.G

O
 

\* 0 @
I- en

 
0 

a*
 

?Y
g 

:w
 

-d
i 

5 EN
 

M
N

 
c-

Jw
 

a0
 

M
O

 
a0

 

‘2
 

z 
0 cl

0 

i 
5 

la
m

 

“g
 

1 
Ii 

-0
 

0)
 

Er
 

z P :a
 

-0
 

0 w
 


