
CITY OF SAN ANTONIO , ._ . . $  i 1 *./ L-- 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA MEMORANDUM 

TO: Sheryl Sculley, City Manager 

FROM: Thomas G. Wendorf, P.E., Director of Public Works 

SUBJECT: Utility Conversion of City Public Service Energy (CPS) Facilities - DeZava,a at 
Vance Jackson (University United Methodist Church) 

DATE: March 2,2006 

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

A Resolution recommending approval to City Public Service Energy (CPS) to fund a total of 
$349,45 3 .OO from the Community Infrastructure and Economic Development (CIED) funds for 
the relocatiodconversion of overhead electrical supply lines to underground in connection with 
the DeZavala at Vance Jackson (University United Methodist Church) utility project, located in 
District 8. 

Staff recommends approval of this ordinance. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

In 1993, the CPS Board of Trustees adopted a resolution to amend the CPS Budget by 
establishing a permanent fund to finance the conversion of overhead utility lines to underground 
operation. On June 19, 1995, the CPS Board of Trustees adopted a resolution to expand the 
definition of eligible projects financed by the utility conversion fund to include those that 
relocate and/or redesign existing or planned overhead transmission and/or distribution facilities 
for aesthetic purposes. This same resolution expanded the eligible costs of projects financed by 
this fund to include expenses for certain services and administrative expenditures by the City of 
San Antonio incidental to project selection and implementation, and to include certain work on 
individual customers’ property to convert service through and including the meter loop 
conversion. This resolution prohibits the use of these funds for the costs of any utility conversion 
except those of CPS. 

This resolution adds the utility conversion in connection with the DeZavala at Vance Jackson 
(University United Methodist Church) to the existing approved projects list. The conversion to 
underground utilities in this area will aesthetically enhance the area and property values. This 
conversion project has the concurrence of the City Councilman as evidenced by the memo 
included herein as Attachment 2. 

Upon approval of this resolution, CPS Energy shall be notified, and project design shall 
commence. 
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POLICY ANALYSIS e 

Approval of this resolution will be a continuation of City Council policy to enhance the visual 
appearance and visitor appeal of the City’s visitor attractions, scenic views and urban corridors, 
to promote economic development and revitalization, increase the value of commercial and 
residential properties, and to improve the quality of life of the residents of San Antonio. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

This item has no financial impact for the City of San Antonio. The estimated balance in the 
Community Infrastructure and Economic Development (CIED) Fund as of February 17, 2006 is 
$23,774,174.87. Funds in the amount of $349,453.00 are available from the CIED fund and are 
authorized payable for relocation of utilities to underground in connection with DeZavala at 
Vance Jackson (University United Methodist Church). Approval of this item will reduce the 
fund balance to $23,424,721.87. 

COORDINATION 

This has been coordinated with the Office of Management and Budget, the City Attorney’s 
Office, the Finance Department and City Public Service. 

SUPPLEMENTARY COMMENTS 

A Discretionary Contracts Disclosure Form is not required. 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. Project Map 
2. Memo to City Councilmember Art A. Hall, District 8 
3. Letter from Universm United Methodist Church 

Director of Public Works 

6eputy City Manager v 

Approved for Council Consideration: 

W City Manager 
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TO: Councilmember Art A. Hall - 

i r ..-. 
. a  ; iCE  07 7 : ' ~  cyt : \ r i :  

CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 
Public Works Department 

Interdepartmental Correspondence Sheet K J . V ! Z f f  I: 48 

I Overhead Conversion Funds 

January 26,2005 

I 

I 
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The University United Methodist Church, located on DeZavala and Vance Jackson roads, 
intends to construct a new church annex facility across the street (DeZavala) from their main 
carrpu~. Also, the constmction af a pedestriai shy bridge, tc, connect the two facilities, is 
currently being planned. The sky bridge will reduce pedestrian traffic on the street surface 
and provide significant relief for traffic on DeZavala and Vance Jackson roads during church 
activities. Construction of the sky bridge requires the removal of existing overhead utility 
lines (CPS, SBC, and Time Warner). 

CPS recently completed their cost estimate for an overhead electric conversion project to 
support the planned construction at the University United Methodist Church. The estimated 
cost for underground installation is $3 1 1,000. The estimated cost for the removal of the 
existing overhead power lines is $38,453. The total cost of the project is $349,453. Funding 
for this project will come from the Community Infrastructure and Economic Development 
(CIED) Fund and there are sufficient funds to cover the cost. 

I 
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Additionally, there are other aerial utilities in this area. The church is currently coordinating 
utility relocation requirements with Time Warner and SBC and will compensate them for 
adjustments out of their own h d s  as outlined in the attached letter. 

The Department of Public Works requests the creation of a new underground conversion 
district at DeZavala and Vance Jackson roads. If you 
please feel free to contact our City Engineer, Mr. 

Thomas G. Wendorf, P.E. 
Director of Public Works 

b Attachment: 
University United Methodist Church Request Letter dated 7 September 2005 
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I September 7 ,  2005 

Polo Cervantes 
Assistant Capitol Projects Manage: 
City of San .4ntomo 
114 1 7  Commerce 
.$an Antonio, Tx.78212 

Re: University United Methodist Church 
Multi Purpose; Youth Faciiities - Sky Bridge 
Request for CPS Underground Conversion & EnerSy Source Fund 

Dear MY. Cmwites,  

The Unixzrsiry Uniied h4ethodist Church inteiids 10 consill7ict a new fxility nc-os: the street (D:Za\ 

building. The cocsuuction of an enclosed pedcsnian sky bridge to c o n n e ~ t  the tal:) fxi1i;i:: is bring 
1; iaime a. 

The proposed sky bridge will provide significant reiiei for rrafiic on DeZa~~ala and  Vance Jackson roads 
during church activities. Cull-entiy, pedestrims mist cIoss both of :hese roads to acczss chu:ch activitj-s ai 
peak rimes. With construction of the new facility and assozizted sky ’sridge, prdesrmi rraffic on thc  styee! 

scrface will be rcduced. 

This leixi- is our formal request for consideration aiid appm.aI 5 o m  the City Cocricil via your office, fo;. 
conversion of esisring CPSEnergy overiiead facilities IO undcrground through tlie use of the CI’S 
Conversion Fund. We are coordinating with CPSEiiergy on facility adjustments for this sse and eniicipaie 
tlxii- zoncunence. It is our understanding th2t CPSEnergy will be compemated for conversion adjusrmenrs 
t irough the fund acinlinistered by your department 

The c h u x h  IS cui-rently coordinating facility adjusments witii the other affected u?iiities i n  the area RS we]], 
nameiy Time l?7a!ner and SBC. We will be respo:isiSle for coiiipasating theni 1-01 ? h i ] -  adlxstmenis and 
will not reqiiest funding assistance Ooni the City. 

EAiibirs are included showli:_e location, an aerial ]JhOto of llie site and proposed archirecmral rei:de;.i:lps of 
the sky bridge. If you have any questions. please do 1101 hesitatc to contact myself or Jim hlartin. 

-. fiom our mai:; ,ampus. 1 he faL111:y i’.;:i be GUilZ,-6 :^or srud n?iilisiry and I:;u]ti puipose gyl~11iasiul;l 


